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Residents can
effectively treat
strokes, study says
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

Diagnosing acute stroke is a
high-pressure decision. The
speed with which treatment
is delivered makes all the difference. Early treatment can stop
brain damage, but, if treatment is
given inappropriately, it can dangerously increase the risk of bleeding in the brain.
Because of this risk, the final
decision to administer stroke
treatment — a clot-busting enzyme known as tissue plasminogen
activator (tPA) — is usually reserved for neurologists or, in some
cases, other attending
physicians. But now a
study conducted by
School of Medicine
researchers with neurology residents at BarnesJewish Hospital has
shown that residents
with appropriate training
can safely make the call,
ensuring that effective
treatment is delivered
Lee
faster.
"Door-to-needle" times, measured as the time between a patient's arrival and the administration of tPA, were reduced by
26 percent, from an average of
81 minutes to 60 minutes.
"What's critical here is ability to
safely reduce 'door-to-needle' time
without unnecessarily increasing
the risk of a brain hemorrhage,"
said Jin-Moo Lee, M.D., Ph.D.,
associate professor of neurology
and director of the Cerebrovascular Disease Section in the
Department of Neurology. "What
we've shown is that with proper
training, feedback and supervision,
residents are more than capable of
making this complex decision
safely."
The study appears online in the
journal Stroke.
Although they have completed

medical school and passed the
license exams necessary to practice
general medicine, residents are
working in hospitals to undertake
more advanced postgraduate training. A select group of critical lifeand-death treatment decisions
traditionally has been reserved only
for physicians who have completed
their residencies.
Stroke treatment is one such
decision. At academic and community medical centers, it is usually
held for specialists in neurology, or,
in some cases, emergency medicine.
But while residents are almost
always immediately available in the
emergency room, neurologists may not be, and
the time spent waiting for
such a physician to be
summoned can allow
harm from the stroke to
intensify and spread.
For the study, which
began in 2004, neurology
residents at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital started taking an
annual mini-course on the
use of tPA. The course
taught them how to appropriately
choose candidates for tPA and how
to administer it. After residents
were given the authority to administer tPA, a committee of medical
faculty and staff met monthly to
review the case of every patient
evaluated for stroke treatment,
giving residents feedback on their
decision-making.
Researchers assessed the results
by comparing the outcomes and
complications of stroke patients
treated by residents from 20042007 against the same data for
stroke patients treated by attending
physicians and fellows from 19982002. There was no significant
increase in negative outcomes,
including bleeding in the brain, and
door-to-needle times were notably
shorter for patients treated by
See Stroke, Page 6

500 and Counting Men's basketball team members celebrate with their head coach, Mark
Edwards, after defeating rival University of Chicago, 72-49, Feb. 28 and helping Edwards win the
500th game of his coaching career. Every one of those victories has been earned at WUSTL, where
Edwards is 500-235 in 28 seasons on the Danforth Campus. Edwards, who has guided the Bears to
25 consecutive winning seasons, is the 28th coach in NCAA Division III history to achieve 500 or
more wins.

First-of-its-kind international conference
to focus on the evolution of cooperation
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

To watch the 5 p.m. news every
night, you would think man
was born to be destructive, violent
and antagonistic. But that's just not
true, argue numerous prominent
researchers who will gather at
Washington University March
12-14 to discuss the nature of
human sociality.
The conference, tided "Man the
Hunted: The Origin and Nature of
Human Sociality, Altruism and
Weil-Being," will be the first of its
kind to include academics from
around the world and across multiple disciplines — anthropology,

Grant helps WUSTL computer science
faculty emphasize active learning
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

Computer science faculty are exposing their
undergraduate students to learning in ways that
prepare them for interaction in the real workplace.
It's not about "staying between the lines," but
more about getting out of your seat, moving around
and interacting with your classmates. It's called
active learning, a learning-laboratory-based tutorial
teaching concept.
Kenneth Goldman, Ph.D., associate professor of
computer science and engineering, initially secured
a grant from the National Science Foundation in
2007 to explore active learning at WUSTL.
He is on leave, and now Cindy Grimm, Ph.D.,
associate professor of computer science and engineering at WUSTL, and Ron Cytron, Ph.D., associate chair of the department, are carrying out the
work to put the old paradigm of lecture-based
instruction in the past.
"At the heart of active learning is the hallmark of

interactive face time and students taking a more
active role and not just repeating what a professor
wants to hear," said Grimm, the principal investigator of the grant. "We think it provides a motivation
to learn things that they have to know to do something that they really want to do. This is more readily learned by participation with other students."
Lectures are posted on the Web, and students
typically watch them in the evening before coming
to class, so they are prepared for active learning in
the classroom.
"The struggle for the teacher used to be, 'How
do I fit my three hours of lecture a week and work
interactive things into that?"' Cytron said. "Now, it's
the other way around."
Cytron said that active learning is based on the
Socratic teaching method.
"It's asking a question and having the students
struggle with it versus giving students a bunch of
solutions and lecture and then have them find the
See Grant, Page 7

psychiatry, human evolution,
biology, religion, education and
medicine — to focus on the evolution of cooperation, altruism
and sociality and possible factors
that led to the evolution of these
characteristics in primates and
humans.
The conference is organized
by Robert W. Sussman, Ph.D.,
professor of anthropology in Arts
& Sciences, and C. Robert
Cloninger, M.D., the Wallace
Renard Professor of Psychiatry,
professor of genetics and director
of the Center for the Psychobiology of Personality and the
Sansone Center for Well-Being at

the School of Medicine.
The concept of altruism and
cooperation often is assumed to be
one of humanity's essential and
defining characteristics. It also has
been difficult to account for the
origins of altruistic motives and
behavior.
Evolutionary biologists, primatologists, anthropologists and
other social scientists have found
data on seemingly altruistic behavior in many animal species, as well
as in human societies, that do not
conform with models of kin selection and altruism based solely on
competition and the evolutionary
See Cooperation, Page 6

Students choose service
over sun for spring break
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

m

I ore than 200 WUSTL students
will be using their spring
breaks not for lounging on the
beach but for serving communities
around the globe.
Eighteen separate groups of
students will travel to places as
close as suburban St. Louis and as
far away as Hanoi, Vietnam, to
help with service projects ranging
from home building and urban
renewal to college mentorship and
medical assistance.
"It's incredible to see what our
student leaders come up with and
the caliber of their projects," said
Stephanie Kurtzman, director of
the Community Service Office and
associate director of the Richard

A. Gephardt Institute for Public
Service. "Our office is not organizing any of these trips, but we are
trying to support their growth and
have recently seen an increase in
the number of winter, summer and
even fall trips.
"We know what an incredible
learning experience these trips are
for students and how deeply im. pactful the trips are for them and
the communities they serve,"
Kurtzman said.
Junior Natalie Kress, a member
of WUSTL's Latino Empowerment
Team, will travel with the group to
Brownsville, Texas, to encourage
underserved Latino high-school
students to pursue higher
education.
See Service, Page 6
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Using nature's strengths
for everyone's benefit
BY BARBARA REA

Mr. Wash U Junior Nick Prickel is hoisted onto his competitors' shoulders after a panel of
judges selected him as Mr. Wash U Feb. 26 In Edison Theatre. Prickel was one of 16 students vying
for the title. The competition included raising money for the chosen charity, City Faces, and a
"talent" show in which Prickel channeled *NSYNC and performed "Bye Bye Bye." Started in 2001,
Mr. Wash U recognizes an undergraduate male with outstanding personality, character, integrity,
extracurricular involvement and contribution to the University and St. Louis communities. This
year's competition raised more than $30,000 for City Faces, a local nonprofit organization started
by Bob Hansman, associate professor of architecture and artist-in-residence in the Sam Fox
School of Design & Visual Arts' College of Architecture, that works to bring arts education to
children in public housing.

Sports
Women's basketball
hosts NCAA rounds

Men travel to Elmhurst
for first-round game

The No. 8 women's basketball
team will host first- and secondround action of the 2009 NCAA
Division III tournament on Friday
and Saturday, March 6 and 7.
Washington University (21-4)
will face Capital University (22-5)
in the first round Friday, March 6,
at 7 p.m.
The winner of that contest
takes on the winner of the
Transylvania University/Howard
Payne University matchup
Saturday, March 7, at 7 p.m.
WUSTL is riding a 10-game
winning streak, thanks to a 70-55
win over University Athletic
Association-rival University of
Chicago in the last regular-season
game Feb. 28.
WUSTL had three players
score in double figures in the win.
Senior Jaimie McFarlin narrowly
missed her fifth double-double of
the year with 14 points and nine
rebounds; senior Jill Brandt tallied
14 points; and junior Janice Evans
scored 14 points, pulled down
nine rebounds, recorded a
blocked shot and had two steals.
Before the game, WUSTL
honored six seniors who were
playing their final regular-season
game: Brandt, Rovina Broomfield,
Shanna-Lei Dacanay, Tiina
Luning, McFarlin and Halsey
Ward.

The defending national champion
men's basketball team is headed to
Elmhurst, 111., for the first and
second rounds of the 2009 NCAA
Division III tournament.
No. 2 WUSTL and No. 25
Lawrence University will square
off in first-round action Friday,
March 6. The winner of that game
plays the winner of the University
of Wisconsin- Whitewater/
Elmhurst College first-round
matchup.
The team closed out its regular
season Feb. 28 with a 72-49 victory over the University of
Chicago, the 500th victory for
coach Mark Edwards. Before the
game, WUSTL honored seniors
Tyler Nading and Sean Wallis,
who played in their final regularseason game at the WU Field
House. The duo has helped lead
the Bears to a 91-20 (.820) record
in their four seasons.
With the start on Saturday,
Nading became the Bears' all-time
leader in games played with 110 in
his four-year career.
The 23rd victory of the year for
WUSTL is the third-most in
school history, and the Bears won
their 79th-straight game when
holding an opponent under
60 points.
As the 2009 University Athletic
Association champions, WUSTL

will make its 14th appearance in
the NCAA tournament as a member of Division III, and 17th
overall.

Baseball opens
season with sweep
The baseball team braved icy temperatures to open its 2009 campaign with a doubleheader home
sweep of Coe College March 1 at
Kelly Field.
WUSTL won the first game,
3-1, behind a strong pitching
performance from senior Brian
Williams and took the second
game, 2-1, in the bottom of the
eighth inning.
Williams lasted seven innings
in the first victory, striking out six
batters and scattering seven hits.
The Bears picked up all three of
their runs in the bottom of the
fifth inning, tallying four hits and
leaving no runners on base.
In the second game, senior
Gregg Kennedy scored the gamewinning run on a pass ball in the
bottom of the eighth to break a
1-1 tie.
Junior Jeremy Rogoff got the
start, pitching 6'/3 innings and
allowing four hits and striking out
six. Sophomore Bryce Hrovat
relieved Rogoff and picked up the
win, his first in a WUSTL uniform.
Hrovat retired five of the six batters he faced in 1% innings of
action.

Engineers discover that the
key to making the Japanese
bullet train quieter is to
mimic the kingfishers beak. An
architect imitates the way termites
cool their mounds in a building
in Zimbwabe, resulting in a
90 percent reduction in airconditioning.
Life has been performing
design experiments on Earth for
3.8 billion years. Flourishing on
the planet today are the best ideas
— those that perform well in
context while economizing on
energy and materials.
This is the theory behind
biomimicry, and Janine Benyus is
one of its preeminent practitioners. Benyus will speak on the
subject for the Assembly Series at
5:30 p.m. March 19 in Graham
Chapel. Her talk, "Biomimicry:
Building from Natures Blueprints" is free and open to the
public.
Benyus is the president of the
Biomimicry Institute, based in
Missoula, Mont., and is the author of six books, including
"Biomimicry: Innovation Inspired
by Nature."
A growing number of businesses, architecture and engineering firms and government agencies are turning to the biomimicry
model to create innovations that
will solve complex problems in a
sustainable way. The Biomimicry
Institutes client list includes a
wide range of organizations, from
Nike to the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, from
General Electric to HewlettPackard.
In addition to the institute,
Benyus co-founded the Biomimicry Guild, which helps
innovators learn from and emulate natural models.

Benyus earned bachelors degrees in natural resource management and English literature, both
from Rutgers University. She has
earned several awards, including
the Rachel Carson Environmental
Ethics Award, the Lud Browman
Award for Science Writing and the
Science Writing in Society Journalism. In 2007, she was named a
hero of the environment by Time
magazine.
In conjunction with the lecture, a faculty-only workshop
titled, "Biomimicry Across
Disciplines" will be held at
11:30 a.m. March 20.
Benyus and Denise DeLuca,
outreach director at the Biomimicry Institute, will lead the
workshop, which is co-sponsored
by the Material Resource Center at
the College of Architecture in the
Sam Fox School of Design &
Visual Arts and the design firm
HOK. Lunch will follow.
In addition to architecture and
the Assembly Series, events are
being co-sponsored by the School
of Engineering & Applied Science
and the Department of Energy,
Environmental and Chemical
Engineering; Student Union; Engineers Without Borders; EnCouncil; Society of Women Engineers;
Sigma Iota Rho Honorary Society;
the Department of Biology in Arts
8c Sciences; the Center for the
Study of Ethics and Human Values
in Arts & Sciences; the Office of
Sustainability; Tyson Research
Center; McCarthy Building
Companies Inc.; and HOK.
Space for the workshop is limited and registration is required.
For more information or to register, contact Daphne Ellis at 9354436 or e-mail ellis@samfox.wustl.
edu.
For more information on the
Assembly Series, call 935-4620 or
visit assemblyseries.wustl.edu.

WUSTL spring break vehicle storage
Students or employees who do
not currently hold an annual
parking permit but wish to store
their vehicles on campus during
spring break (Friday, March 6,
through Sunday, March 15) may
do so after obtaining a placard
from Parking Services.
Individuals must come to the
Parking Services office, located at
North Campus, during its regular
business hours (8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Monday through Friday) to fill out
an emergency contact form and
receive a complimentary parking
placard to display on the vehicle
dashboard. The approved vehicle
storage location also will be assigned at that time.
Permit-holders also may store
vehicles on campus in the desig-

nated storage areas during spring
break but must first contact
Parking Services to provide the
vehicle storage location and emergency contact information.
Please note that even during
break periods, evening parking
permits are still only valid after
4 p.m. Evening permit-holders
may store their vehicles on campus but must obtain the parking
placard from Parking Services.
Also note that there is no overnight parking in the Danforth
Underground Garage, even during
break periods.
For more information about
vehicle storage during spring
break, contact Parking Services at
935-5601 or at parktrans@
wustl.edu.
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School of Medicine Update
Brain cells' hidden
differences linked to
potential cancer risk
inactivating genes both allow cells
to grow and develop into specialBrain cells long lumped into
ized structures and to take on
the same category have hidspecialized roles at the level of
den differences that may
individual cells. Astrocytes, for
contribute to the formation of
example, have properties that
tumors, according to a new study
allow them to support other brain
from School of Medicine recells.
searchers.
To gain insights into the
Scientists showed that brain
significance of potential genetic
cells known as astrocytes make use differences between astrocytes
of different genes depending on
from different brain regions,
what region of the mouse brain
Gutmann and his colleagues
they came from. These differences
used a mouse model of a comare too subtle to overtly mark
mon inherited cancer syndrome,
them as distinct cell types but
neurofibromatosis type 1 (NF1).
substantial enough to make it
In children with NF1, brain
easier for the cells to multiply
tumors typically arise in the
more in response to genetic
optic nerve and brainstem and
changes that increase cancer risk.
rarely appear in the cortex. The
"We've shown that
condition is caused by a
mutation in a gene
identical-looking astrocytes from different
known as the neurofibrain regions are genetibromatosis 1 gene.
cally distinct, and these
When Gutmann and
molecular differences
postdoctoral researcher
may alter the risk for
Tu-Hsueh Yeh, M.D.,
cancer development,"
$', ™ Ph.D., examined astrosaid senior author David
cytes from different
H. Gutmann, M.D.,
brain regions under the
PhD., the Donald
microscope and in
Gutmann
O. Schnuck Family
other standard tests, the
Professor of Neurology.
astrocytes looked simiThe finding appears online in
lar. But when the researchers
the journal Glia.
analyzed gene activity levels
In recent years, Gutmann has
— which genes the cells used to
shown that the transition from a
make proteins and how often
normal to a cancerous cell is heavthey were used — sharp differily influenced by factors outside
ences became apparent. For
the cell, such as growth factors and example, astrocytes from the
other signals from neighboring
cortex have low levels of neuroficells. He calls the new finding the
bromatosis-1 gene expression
"yin" to the earlier research's
compared with astrocytes from
yang.
the optic nerve or brainstem.
These dual lines of research
In addition, when they disshow that there are two factors
abled the neurofibromatosis 1
that explain why tumors form in
gene in cell culture and in the
some brain regions and not in
mouse brain, they found what
others, Gutmann said. First, the
Gutmann called "dramatically
cell must live in a brain region that increased" growth in astrocytes
provides the right environmental
from the brainstem and optic
signals to facilitate tumor formanerve. In contrast, the same
tion. Second, as revealed by the
change had no effect on growth of
new research, the cell itself also
astrocytes from the cortex.
must be responsive to those envi"These exciting results suggest
ronmental signals.
that not all astrocytes are the
All of the body's cells have the
same, and that genetic differences
same genes, but different cell types between astrocyte populations
turn genes on and off or use cermay partly dictate where brain
tumors form in children with
tain genes more or less often.
These patterns of activating and
NF1," Gutmann said.
BY MICHAEL

Sharing diSCOVerieS Stephen Rogers, Ph.D., a postdoctoral research scholar in the Department
of Pediatrics, explains his poster titled "Hypoxia limits antioxidant capacity in red blood cells by
altering glycolytic pathway dominance" to Solange Landreville, Ph.D., a postdoctoral research
associate in the Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, at the Fifth Annual Postdoc
Scientific Symposium Feb. 24 in the Eric P. Newman Education Center. Rogers, who works in the
lab of Allan Doctor, M.D., associate professor of pediatrics and director of Critical Care Medicine,
received an honorable mention for his poster at the symposium, which recognizes the work
postdoctoral researchers perform at Washington University and provides a forum for them to
illustrate the scope of their research. Forty-one postdoctoral researchers presented at the poster
session, and six spoke at the symposium, where Craig Coopersmith, M.D., associate professor of
surgery and of anesthesiology, received the Outstanding Faculty Mentor Award from the
Washington University Postdoctoral Society.

Children need to continue asthma
drugs to maintain their benefits
Inhaled corticosteroids such as
budesonide have been shown to be
Children whose asthma improved the most effective form of antiinflammatory treatment for asthma
while taking steroid drugs for
by controlling symptoms and
several years did not see those
improvements continue after stop- improving pulmonary function.
ping the drugs, new results from a Results from the original CAMP
trial showed that using budesonide
comprehensive childhood asthma
twice daily led to fewer hospitalizastudy show.
tions and urgent care visits, fewer
The results come from the
days in which additional asthma
Childhood Asthma Management
medications were needed and a
Program (CAMP) clinical trial, in
reduced need for albuterol. Using
which more than 1,000 children
nedocromil twice daily reduced
age 5-12 were treated for mild to
urgent care visits and courses of
moderate asthma over more than
oral steroids for severe symptoms
four years at eight centers, including at the School of Medicine. The but did not affect the number of
hospitalizations, symptoms or
children in the randomized trial
were divided into three groups: one airway responsiveness.
Although the patients had fewer
received twice-daily budesonide, an
symptoms five years after stopping
inhaled corticosteroid medi- the daily medication, Strunk cautioned that doesn't mean that they
cation; one
received nedocromil, an inhaled nonsteroid medication; and one
BY CAROLINE ARBANAS
group received a
Washington University has
placebo. All
children reawarded five Bear Cub Fund
Strunk
ceived albutergrants totaling $150,000 to support
ol, a fast-acting innovative research that shows
drug for relief of acute asthma
commercial potential.
symptoms, and oral corticosteroids
The grants were awarded to:
Zhou-Feng Chen, Ph.D., associate
as needed for asthma symptoms.
This study, published in advance professor of anesthesiology, of
online publication of the Journal of psychiatry and of developmental
Pediatrics, followed up with the
biology; Dan Moran, Ph.D., assistant professor of biomedical engichildren nearly five years after the
neering, of physical therapy and of
end of the trial. Researchers found
that the children, now in their late
neurobiology; Brian Dieckgrafe,
M.D., Ph.D., associate professor of
teens, who took the medications
during the trial showed no differmedicine; Robyn Klein, M.D.,
ence in their asthma control comassociate professor of medicine, of
pared with the children who repathology and immunology and of
ceived the placebo.
neurobiology; and Michael Pasque,
"The interesting thing is that as
M.D., professor of surgery and of
kids with asthma get older, they
radiology.
actually do better," said Robert
Chen, who in 2007 identified
the first gene for itch sensation in
C. Strunk, M.D., professor of
the central nervous system, will
pediatrics, an asthma specialist at
St. Louis Children's Hospital and
undertake a project to identify
lead author. "We used to say they
drugs that can reduce chronic
itching. While itching caused by
were outgrowing their asthma.
What we know now is that as they
bug bites or allergic reactions can
be treated effectively with antihisgo from being young children to
tamine drugs, these medications
age 20, their airways get bigger.
They still have asthma but don't
don't work well for chronic itching
have as much trouble from it."
related to skin ailments, kidney
BY BETH MILLER

can stop using asthma medications
altogether or that their asthma is
cured.
"While the kids did get better
with age and didn't seem to need
the medicine as much, laboratory
measurements indicated that they
were still having symptoms, and
therefore were primed to an attack
if they got a bad cold or were
exposed to a significant weather
change," Strunk said.
The researchers determined
that continued benefit of these
medications likely requires continued use.
"The conclusion is that some
kids get better, but the doctor,
family and the patient have to pay
attention to the symptoms," Strunk
said. "Some of the kids are going to
need medicine, and they have to
be honest about that possibility."

C. PURDY

Five WUSTL scientists awarded Bear Cub grants
failure or liver disease.
Moran's project will evaluate
whether a new technique can
improve the success of lumbar
spinal fusion surgery. Moran and
his colleagues developed a technique to electrically stimulate the
bone matrix within spinal vertebrae, which has been shown in
preliminary studies to improve
the fusion of vertebrae.
Dieckgraefe's grant will fund
work to improve production of
the immune-stimulating drug
GM-CSF for the treatment of
Crohn's disease. Early reports
have suggested that the drug,
modeled after the naturally occurring GM-CSF protein, can improve Crohn's symptoms. Unfortunately, the drug must be given
daily by injection, and the way the
drug is currently produced can
reduce its effectiveness. Dieckgraefe plans to modify production
to counter these issues.
Klein will develop production
of the antibody CXCR4 and investigate whether it can be used to
diagnose multiple sclerosis (MS) or track progression of the disease. Extensive magnetic resonance imaging is used to diagnose

MS patients and monitor disease
progression, but the scans can be
inconclusive. Klein is interested in
developing a blood test for MS
that correlates levels of the CXCR4
antibody with the extent of
disease.
Pasque seeks to develop technology that integrates from a
single MRI scan of the heart,
information about cardiac function and anatomy. Patients with
suspected heart problems must
undergo different types of heart

scans to assess heart function and
anatomy. Pasque said he hopes his
technology eventually will simplify the diagnosis of heart
ailments.
The Bear Cub Fund, made up
of endowment income and capital
from private sources, is administered through the University's
Office of Technology Management. The office worked with
BioGenerator and other advisers
from the St. Louis life sciences
community to select awardees.

Mutch elected president of Society
of Gynecologic Oncologists
David G. Mutch, M.D., the Ira C. and Judith Gall
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology and
director of the Division of Gynecologic Oncology,
has been elected president of the Society of Gynecologic Oncologists.
He was elected at the organization's annual meeting last month in San Antonio.
The Society of Gynecologic Oncologists is a national medical specialty organization of physicians
who are trained in the comprehensive management
of women with malignancies of the reproductive
tract.

Mutch
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University Events

Kenyan group spreads its message 'step by step'
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES

The Performing Arts Department (PAD) and the African
& African American Studies
Program, both in Arts & Sciences,
will host a residency March 13-22
for a nine-member touring ensemble of internationally known
Kenyan performance group Haba
na Haba.
The group performs acrobatics,
music, dance and drama to raise
awareness and educate their communities on topics such as HIV/
AIDS, drug abuse, reproductive
health, women's issues and violence. While here, it will participate in a number of performances
and cultural exchanges both on
campus and in the St. Louis
community.
Haba na Haba, Swahili for
"step by step," describes the approach that some 1,000 performers in the group take in their
mission to provide people in
Nairobi and outlying areas with
information to provoke debate on
social issues and healthy alternatives to crime, drugs and other
destructive behaviors. Their message is that all things are possible
if you take them one step at a
time.
Highlights of the St. Louis
residency will include a discussion
on theater and social change with
a panel including George Ndiritu,
the director of Haba na Haba;
Carolyn Lesorogol, Ph.D., assistant professor of social work; and
others at the George Warren
Brown School of Social Work, the
co-host for the event. The discussion is scheduled at 4:30 p.m.
March 18, in Brown Hall Lounge.
An improvisational performance of Haba na Haba will take
place at 4:30 p.m. March 19 in the
South 40 Swamp. All students are
welcome to attend.

In a Kenyan community, members of Haba na Haba perform a skit about violence at a sporting event.
Haba na Haba will have an improvisational performance like this one March 19 on the South 40 during
their residency on the WUSTL campus.
The residency will culminate at
8 p.m. March 20 with a dance
titled "Co-existence" based on the
recent ethnic conflicts in Kenya
following disputed elections. The
performance, which also will
feature WUSTL students, will take
place in the 560 Music Building.
The event is free and open to the
public.
During their stay, the members
of Haba na Haba will have the
opportunity to learn about life
outside of their country.

In addition to dining with host
families, they will have dinner
with members of the St. Louis
Kenyan community, meet with
students who have traveled or will
travel to Kenya, visit area schools
and participate in WUSTL dance,
acting and Swahili language
classes.
"We are truly delighted to be
hosting this wonderful performing
arts troupe on campus, especially
with an American of Kenyan
descent having just assumed the

American presidency," said Robert
Henke, Ph.D., chair of PAD and
professor of drama and of comparative literature, both in Arts &
Sciences.
"The courageous and thoughtprovoking work of Haba na Haba
in some of the most economically
challenged areas in and around
Nairobi demonstrates ways in
which the performing arts can
educate people from all walks of
life and truly effect social change,"
Henke said. "Their magnetic

capacity to summon and sustain a
theatrical audience in village and
town squares with their medley of
acrobatics, music, dance and
drama can teach westerners that
theater, looked at from a global
perspective, can be much bigger
than the well-lit stage."
Henke said that Haba na Haba's
St. Louis visit came about, in part,
through the efforts of WUSTL
alumnus Reynolds Whalen, whose
honors thesis in PAD included the
production of a full-length documentary on the group.
Whalen, who graduated summa cum laude in 2008 with a
double major in drama and African and African American studies,
had seen the group perform in
Nairobi during a semester abroad
his junior year.
"The first performance I
watched literally changed my life,"
Whalen said. "It was the first time
I had ever seen my two biggest
passions — Africa and theater
— meet to do something really
important."
"The extraordinary collaboration of Reynolds and Mungai
Mutonya, Ph.D., senior lecturer in
African and African American
studies and director of the
Summer in Kenya Program, has
made this residency possible," said
John Baugh, Ph.D., the Margaret
Bush Wilson Professor in Arts &
Sciences and director of the
African & African American
Studies Program. "Their efforts
may well inspire other local ventures to enhance health awareness
in less fortunate communities.
This visit celebrates not only Haba
na Haba but also the outstanding
talent of our students."
For information on classes
and workshops, call 935-5858 or
e-mail rpnathan@wustl.edu. For
general information, e-mail
PAD@artsci.wustl.edu.

Faces of Hope • Magic Bullets * Hidden Chamber Music
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place March 5-25 at
Washington University. Visit the Web for
expanded calendars for the Danforth
Campus (news-info, wustl.edu/calendars)
and the School of Medicine (medschool.
wustl.edu/calendars.html).

Exhibits
"Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future."
Through April 27. Mildred Lane Kemper Art
Museum. 935-4523.
"On the Riverfront: St. Louis and the
Gateway Arch." Through March 9.
Steinberg Hall Architecture Gallery.
935-4523.
"Paris — From the Commune of 1871 to
the Exposition of 1900: Images From the
Russell Sturgis Photograph Collection."
Through March 30. Olin Library, Lvl. 1,
Ginkgo Rm. 935-9730.
"Windows." Through March 27. Farrell
Learning & Teaching Center. 362-8541.

Film
Monday, March 16
7 p.m. Asian and Near Eastern Languages
and Literatures Film Series. Middle
East-North Africa Film Series. "Ten'ja."
Hassan Legzouli, dir. (Discussion to
follow.) Seigle Hall, Rm. L006. 935-5110.

Wednesday, March 18
6:30 p.m. Japanese Film Series. "Black
Rain." Shohei Imamura, dir. Seigle Hall,
Rm. 103.935-5110.

Wednesday, March 25
6:30 p.m. Japanese Film Series.
"Mishima." Paul Schrader, dir. Seigle Hall,
Rm. 103.935-5110.

Lectures

How to submit
'University Events'

Thursday, March 5
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Molecular
Arms-Races in the Evolution of Antiviral
Genes in Primate Genomes." Harmit Malik,
basic sciences, Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.
4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Progress and Problems in the
Development of Vitreous Substitutes."
Nathan Ravi, prof, of ophthalmology and
visual sciences. Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725.
362-3315.

Friday, March 6
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental and
Chemical Engineering Seminar. "Cancer
Prevention Through a Precautionary
Approach to Environmental Chemicals."
David Kriebel, prof, of work, environment
and health, U. of Mass. Lowell. Lopata Hall,
Rm. 101.935-5548.
Noon. Cell Biology and Physiology Seminar.
"Jumping Into the Deep End of the
Translation Pool." Jason D. Weber, assoc.
prof, of medicine. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426.362-6950.
12:30 p.m. Biostatistics Seminar Series.
Huixia Judy Wang, asst. prof, of statistics,
N.C. State U. 362-1565.

Monday, March 9
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Genomics of Tolerance."
Christophe Benoist, Joslin Diabetes Center.
Farrell Learning & Teaching Center, Connor
Aud. 362-2763.
4 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Seminar.
"Human-Specific Genes — Do They Exist
and Are They Important in Human Cancer."
Philip D. Stahl, prof, of cell biology and
physiology. Center for Advanced Medicine,
Farrell Conference Rm. 2.454-8981.

Tuesday, March 10
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"RNAi: Antiviral Defense and Counter

Submit "University Events"
items to Angela Hall of the
Record staff via:
e-mail — recordcalendar
©wustl.edu
campus mail —
Campus Box 1070
fax —935-4259
Upon request, forms for
submitting events will be e-mailed,
mailed or faxed to departments to be
filled out and returned.
Deadline for submissions
is noon the Thursday prior to
publication date.

Defense in Insects." Raul Andino, prof, of
microbiology and immunology, U. of Calif.,
San Francisco. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 286-1123.
4 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Seminar.
"Towards Re-definition of Molecular
Imaging and Radiotherapy in Radiation
Oncology." Chaitanya R. Divgi, prof, of
radiology, U. of Pa. Center for Advanced
Medicine, Farrell Conference Rm. 1.
454-8981.
5:30 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular
Biophysics Biophysical Evenings Seminar.
"Fluctuations in Mesoscopic NonEquilibrium Steady State Systems." Elliot
Elson, prof, of biochemistry & molecular
biophysics. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-4152.

Thursday, March 12
8 a.m. Siteman Cancer Center Annual
Jonathan Adam Jones Lymphoma
Lectureship in Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma
Research. "CLL: New Insights into the
Biology and Therapy." Thomas Kipps,

deputy dir. of research, UCSD Cancer Center.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-8981.
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Phenome and
Genome in a Model System." Nelson B.
Freimer, prof, psychiatry, UCLA. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.362-2139.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic Science
Seminar Series. The Julia Hudson Freund
Memorial Lecture. Charles L. Sawyers,
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. Eric P.
Newman Education Center Aud. 454-7029.
4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Remodeling of the Retinogeniculate
Synapse." Chinfei Chen, asst prof, of
neurology, Harvard Medical School.
Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725. 362-3315.

Friday, March 13
Noon. Cell Biology and Physiology Seminar.
"Suppression of Protein Conformational
Disease by Molecular Chaperones." Douglas
Cyr, prof, of cell & development biology,
U. of N.C. at Chapel Hill. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-6950.

Monday, March 16
Noon. Work, Families and Public Policy
Brown Bag Seminar Series. "Education and
Social Norms: Experimental Evidence."
Pamela Jakiela, asst. prof, of economics.
Seigle Hall, Rm. 348. 935-4918.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Neurooncology Seminar Series. "The Overarching
Importance of cAMP to Brain Tumors."
Joshua Rubin, asst. prof, of pediatrics.
South Bldg., Rm. 3907, Philip Needleman
Library. 454-8981.

Tuesday, March 17
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Drug Discovery in an Academic Setting:
From Targets to Magic Bullets." Alan
Fairlamb, prof, of biological chemistry, U. of
Dundee, Scotland. Cori Aud., 4565
McKinley Ave. 747-2630.
4 p.m. Center for the Humanities Faculty
Fellows' Series. "Bringing AntiColonialism Home: Gendering Puerto Rican
Nationalism in the Early Cold War." Andrea
Friedman, assoc. prof, of history. Duncker
Hall, Rm. 201, Hurst Lounge. 935-5576.
8 p.m. Writing Program Reading Series.
"A Beloved Duck Gets Cooked: Writing
Outside the Mainstream." Lydia Davis.
Fannie Hurst Visiting Prof, in Arts &
Sciences. (Also 8 p.m. March 19.) Duncker
Hall, Rm. 201, Hurst Lounge. 935-7130.

Wednesday, March 18
3:30 p.m. History Colloquium. "Constructing
Space: Railroads and the American West."
Richard White, prof, of American history,
Stanford U. (Reception follows.) Eliot Hall,
Rm. 300M. 935-5450.
4 p.m. Institute for Public Health Faculty
Seminar Series. Jane Garbutt, research
assoc. prof, of medicine. Goldfarb Hall,
Rm. 132.454-7998.
6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Spring Lecture
Series. "Collaborative Aesthetics: A
Dialogue about Community and Soul With
Brett Cook." Brett Cook, artist. (6 p.m.
reception) Steinberg Aud. 935-9300.

Thursday, March 19

5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity and
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "The Genetic
Architecture of Congenital Heart Disease."
Patrick Jay, asst. prof, of pediatrics. (5 p.m.
reception.) Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218.
935-7887.

Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Molecular Basis of
Expanded CAG Repeat Neurodegeneration:
Transcription Interrupted?" Albert La
Spada, assoc. prof, of medicine and
neurology, U. of Wash. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.

6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Spring Lecture
Series. Stanley Saitowitz, senior partner/
design principal, Stanley Saitowitz/Natoma
Architects, Inc. (Reception 6 p.m.) Steinberg
Aud. 935-9300.

4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Genetic and Epigenetic Regulatory
Mechanisms in Lens Development." Ales
Cvekl, Albert Einstein College of Medicine.
Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725.362-3315.
5:30 p.m. Assembly Series. "Biomimicry:
Building from Nature's Blueprints." Janine
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Fiction writer Lydia Davis
to speak for Writing
Program Reading Series
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES

Fiction writer Lydia Davis, the
Fannie Hurst Visiting Professor in the Writing Program
in Arts & Sciences, will present
a craft talk titled "A Beloved
Duck Gets Cooked: Writing
Outside the Mainstream" and a
reading from her work at 8 p.m.
March 17 and 19 in Duncker
Hall, Room 201, Hurst Lounge.
A short-story writer, novelist
and translator, Davis is the
author of four collections of
short fiction: "Varieties of
Disturbance" (2007), a finalist
for the 2007 National
Book Award; "Break It
Down" (1986), a
finalist for the PEN/
Hemingway Award;
"Samuel Johnson Is
Indignant" (2001);
and "Almost No
Memory" (1997). She
also has written a
novel, "The End of the
Davis
Story" (1995), and
several small-press and
limited-edition volumes.
Hailed as an inventive writer
and "an American virtuoso of
the short story form" (Salon
magazine), Davis has written
short stories that range in
length from a sentence to
40 pages.
Her fiction has appeared in
"The Best American Short
Stories", "The Best American
Poetry" and in publications
ranging from The New Yorker
and Harper's to literary journals
such as Conjunctions and
McSweeney's.
Her work has been translated into six languages.
Benyus, pres., Biomimicry Inst. Graham
Chapel. 935-4620.
7 p.m. Jewish, Islamic S Near Eastern
Studies Lecture. Adam Cherrick Lecture in
Jewish Studies. "Why Did Baby Messiah
Disappear? The Birth of Christianity From
the Spirit of Judaism." Peter Schafer, prof,
of Jewish studies, Princeton U. (Kosher
reception follows.) Co-sponsored by the
Dept. of Classics and the Program in
Religious Studies. Wilson Hall, Rm. 214.
935-8567.

Friday, March 20
8:45 a.m. School of Law Center for
Interdisciplinary Studies Conference.
"Federal Budget and Tax Policy for a
Sound Fiscal Future." (Continues 8:30 a.m.
March 21.) Danforth University Center,
Orchid Room. 935-7988.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental and Chemical
Engineering Seminar. "Manipulation of
Reducing Equivalents Through Metabolic
Engineering." Ka-Yiu San, prof, of •
bioengineering, Rice U. Lopata Hall,
Rm. 101.935-5548.
11:30 a.m. Architecture Workshop.
"Biomimicry Across Disciplines." Janine
Benyus and Denise DeLuca, Biomimicry
Inst. (1 p.m. lunch.) Givens Hall,
Rm. 113-115. To register: 935-4436.
Noon. Cell Biology and Physiology Seminar.
"Extrinsic and Transcriptional Control of
Hematopoiesis." Deepta Bhattacharya, asst.
prof, of pathology and immunology.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 426. 362-6950.
12:30 p.m. Biostatistics Seminar Series.
C. Charles Gu, asst. prof, of biostatistics.
362-1565.
4 p.m. Dept. of Music Lecture Series. "In the
Pantry ... in the Library ... Upstairs in the
Bedrooms: Britain's Hidden Chamber
Music." Christina Bashford. Music
Classroom Bldg., Rm. 102.935-5566.

Monday, March 23
4 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Breast Cancer
Research Group Seminar Series. "The

Green Your Office
Keep the temperature in your
office low in the winter and
high in the summer. Bring a
sweater or extra socks in the
winter, and wear light clothes
in the summer.
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A translator of French literature and philosophy, Davis
is widely recognized for her
translation of Marcel Proust's
"Du Cote de chez Swann," or
"Swann's Way" (2002), considered one of the most significant
literary works of the 20th
century.
Davis' translation won the
French-American Foundation's
Annual Translation Prize. She
also has translated books by
Maurice Blanchot, Pierre Jean
Jouve and Michel Leiris.
Davis was named a
Chevalier of the Order of Arts
and Letters by the
French government for
her fiction and translation and, in 2003,
received a John D.
and Catherine T.
MacArthur Fellowship.
She also has been
honored with a Lannan
Foundation Literary
Award and a Lila
Wallace-Reader's
Digest Writer's Award.
Currently on leave from the
State University of New York at
Albany, where she serves on
the English department faculty,
Davis lives and works in upstate New York
Her works in progress include a new translation of
Gustave Flaubert's "Madame
B ovary" for Viking Penguin.
The events are free and open
to the public and will be followed by a reception and book
signing.
For more information, call
935-7130 or e-mail David
Schuman at dschuman
@wustl.edu.
Effects of Light at Night on Breast Cancer
Risk." Eva S. Schernhammer, asst. prof, of
epidemiology. Center for Advanced Medicine,
Farrell Conf. Rm. 2. 454-8981.
5 p.m. Center for the Study of Ethics &
Human Values. Ethics Night on Campus.
"What do We Owe Our Veterans?" (Food
provided.) Women's Bldg. Formal Lounge.
For information: humanvalues.wustl.edu.
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity and
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Understanding
Brugada Syndrome from Animal Models."
Douglas P. Zipes, prof, emeritus
of pediatrics, Ind. U. School of Medicine.
(5 p.m. reception.) Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218.
935-7887.
6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Spring Lecture
Series. James Polshek, senior design
counsel, Polshek Partnership Architects,
New York. (Reception 6 p.m.) Steinberg Aud.
935-9300.

Tuesday, March 24
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Social Science of International
Development workshop. Douglass C. North,
Spencer T. Olin professor in Arts & Sciences,
and John Joseph Wallis, prof, of economics,
U. of Maryland. Women's Building Formal
Lounge. 935-5068.
8:15 a.m.-5 p.m. Human Research Protection
Office Workshop. "Necessary Elements in
Fundamentals of Human Subject Research."
(Also 8:15 a.m.-5 p.m. March 31 & April 7.)
Cost: $150. Danforth University Center,
Rm. 234. To register: 747-5568.
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and Microbial
Pathogenesis Seminar Series. "Interactions
of Salmonella and Listeria with the
Autophagy System of Host Cells." John
Brumell, assoc. prof, of cell biology, U. of
Toronto. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
747-3627.
4 p.m. Dept. of Music Lecture Series.
Jocelyne Guilbault, prof, of music, U. of
Calif., Berkeley. Co-sponsored by the
Dept. of Anthropology. McMillan Hall,
Rm. 149. 935-5566.

Wednesday, March 25
Noon. Siteman Cancer Center Prevention &
Control Program Seminar. "Beyond
Individuals: Investigating Community-Level
Determinants of Health Behaviors." Ana V.
Diez-Roux, prof, of epidemiology, U. of Mich.
School of Public Health. Center for Advanced
Medicine, Farrell Conference Rm. 2.
454-8981.
4 p.m. Assembly Series. Robert Osserman.
Steinberg Aud. 935-5285.
4 p.m. McDonnell Center for Systems
Neuroscience Annual Cognitive,
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Music department presents opera
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES

The Washington University
Opera, led by director lolly
Stewart, will present Daminick Argento's "The Aspern
Papers" at 8 p.m. March 20
and 21.
Written in 1987 and based on
the Henry James novella published nearly a century earlier, the
production is presented by the
Department of Music in Arts &
Sciences and will be performed in
the Edison Theatre
Set in 1835 and 1895 in a villa
on the shores of Lake Como, Italy,
"The Aspern Papers" centers on a
biographer's search for the score
of an operatic masterpiece titled
"Medea" — believed lost — that
the composer Aspern had written
60 years earlier for his mistress
Juliana Bordereau, the most noted
opera singer of her day.
The scholar and biographer of
the noted composer appears at the
door of Juliana's villa, which she
shares with her spinster niece,
Tina, to rent a room. The action
alternates between 1895, when the
lodger is attempting to discover
whether a score of Aspern's opera
"Medea" exists, and 1835, which
reveals a young Juliana and
Aspern, a second relationship
between Aspern and a soprano,
Sonia, and details about the opera
"Medea".
When Juliana dies, Tina tells
the lodger that she will part with
the score only if he will marry her.
He rejects her offer and packs his
bags.
In the morning, as he grapples
further with his obsession to see
the papers, Tina puts an end to his
desire by telling him she has
burned the score. The events that
follow bring to a close, in Jamesian
fashion, the suspenseful drama
that Argento so artfully created.
Argento's opera had its world
premiere in 1998 at the Dallas
Opera, which commissioned the
work. The production was featured in PBS' "Great Performance
Series" that same year.
James' "The Aspern Papers"
was first published in three parts
in the March-May 1888 editions
of The Atlantic Monthly and was
published in book form in
London and New York later in the
same year.
The work was first adapted for
the stage in 1962 by Michael
Redgrave and successfully produced on Broadway. The play has

Computational Systems Neuroscience
Lecture. "Brain Mechanisms of Visual
Motion Perception." J. Anthony Movshon,
prof, of neural science and psychology, New
York U. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
747-0673.

Senior Caroline "Carli" Miller is the aging opera diva Juliana
Bordereau in "The Aspern Papers."

been revived a number of times
since the original production.
American composer Argento,
who also wrote the libretto for
"The Aspern Papers," wrote 14
operas as well as major song cycles,
orchestral works and many choral
pieces.
Among his best-known operas
are "Postcard from Morocco,"
"Miss Havisham's Fire" and "The
Masque of Angels." He also has
achieved recognition for the song
cycles "Six Elizabethan Songs" and
"From the Diary of Virginia
Woolf," the latter earning him the
Pulitzer Prize for Music in 1975.
John Stewart, director of vocal
activities in the Department of
Music, will conduct the
Washington University Opera
performance, which also features
the Saint Louis Symphony Youth
Orchestra. Sets and lighting are by
Patrick Huber. Teresa Doggett
designed the costumes.

Monday, March 23

Friday, March 20

8 p.m. Student Recital. Recital Hall,
560 Trinity Ave. 935-5566.

9 a.m. Women's Tennis vs. Graceland U.
Tao Tennis Center. 935-4705.
12:30 p.m. Baseball vs. Presentation
College. Athletic Complex. 935-4705.

Oil St&£C

Music
Thursday, March 5
8 p.m. Concert. Kingsbury Ensemble.
Ballroom Theater, 560 Trinity Ave.
935-5566.

^^

Saturday, March 21
.

Friday, March 20
8 p.m. Music Dept. Opera Production. "The
Aspern Papers." (Also 8 p.m. March 21.)
Edison Theatre. 935-5566.

And More

Friday, March 6

Friday, March 20

6 p.m. Kemper Presents Concert Series.
Mmmelt. Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523.

4 p.m. Gephardt Institute for Public Service
Poster Session & Ceremony. "Faces of
Hope." Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton and
Richard A. Gephardt, former congressman.
(Reception follows.) Whitaker Hall Aud.
R.S.V.P to 935-8628.

Friday, March 13
Thursday, March 19
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Kim Portnoy, piano,
and William Lenihan, guitar. Ridgley Hall,
Holmes Lounge. 862-0874.

Friday, March 20
6 p.m. Kemper Presents Concert Series.
Tonya Gilmore. Kemper Art Museum.
935-4523.

m
m Softball
Snfthall vs.
uc Coe
P.na College.
Pnllana Marriott
10 aa.m.

West Tournament. WUSTL Field.
935-4705.
Noon. Softball vs. U. of Dubuque. Marriott
West Tournament. WUSTL Field.
935-4705.
Noon. Men's Tennis vs. Graceland U. Tao
Tennis Center. 935-4705.

8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Portnoy, Lenihan and
Guth Trio. Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge.
862-0874.

6 p.m. Kemper Presents Concert Series. A
Bit Shifty. Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523.

The leading role of Juliana will
be sung by Caroline "Carli" Miller.
Other cast members include
Allyson Ditchey as Tina, Alan
Naylor as the lodger and Joshua
Stanton as Aspern. WUSTL students Tom Sitzler, Courtney Dey,
Taylor Martin and Stephanie Ball
also have roles in the production.
"The chorus, comprised of
members of the Washington
University Opera program as well
as other voice students, does not
appear onstage yet serves as a very
important instrumental augmentation of the orchestra," Jolly
Stewart said. "The voices add
wonderful texture and color to the
atmosphere of this compelling
psychological drama."
Tickets are $18; $12 for seniors
and Washington University faculty and staff; and $7 for students.
For more information or to
order tickets, call the Edison
Theatre Box Office at 935-6543.

Sports
Tuesday, March 17
12:30 p.m. Baseball vs. Dominican U.
Athletic Complex. 935-4705.

Thursday, March 19

Sunday, March 22

4:30 p.m. Men's Tennis vs. Emporia State
U. Tao Tennis Center. 935-4705.

4 p.m. Concert. "Virginal, Viols and Voice."
Feat. Charles Metz. Ballroom Theater,
560 Trinity Ave. 935-5566.

4:30 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. Emporia
State U. Tao Tennis Center. 935-4705.

1 p.m. Baseball vs. Benedictine U. Athletic
Complex. 935-4705.
4 p.m. Baseball vs. III. Wesleyan U.
Athletic Complex. 935-4705.

Sunday, March 22
11:30 a.m. Baseball vs. III. Wesleyan U.
Athletic Complex. 935-4705.
Noon Softball vs. Simpson College.
Marriott West Tournament. WUSTL Field.
935-4705.
2 p.m. Softball vs. Cornell College.
Marriott West Tournament. WUSTL Field.
935-4705.
2:30 p.m. Baseball vs. Benedictine U.
Athletic Complex. 335-4705.

Tuesday, March 21
1 p.m. Baseball vs. III. College. Athletic
Complex. 935-4705.

Tuesday, March 24
4:30 p.m. Women's Tennis vs. Drury U. Tao
Tennis Center. 935-4705.
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Policymakers to debate
federal budget March 20-21
Panel presenters and commentators are leading scholars in
Washington University School economics, law, political science
and public policy from universiof Law and the Center for
ties, government and nonprofit
Interdisciplinary Studies
will bring together leading experts public policy organizations
for "Federal Budget and Tax Policy around the country.
Participants include the foundfor a Sound Fiscal Future," begining director of the Congressional
ning at 8:45 a.m. March 20 and 21
Budget Office; a former chair of
in Anheuser-Busch Hall.
The conference is free and open the Council of Economic Advisors; the current and a former chief
to the public; registration is
of staff of the Joint Committee on
required.
Taxation; a special assistant to the
"This is an important time to
Office of Management and Budget
engage in lively discussion and
director; a Treasury Department
debate about the federal budget
economist; and professionals from
challenges we face," said Cheryl
the Brookings Institution, The
Block, J.D., professor of law and
Concord Coalition, the Heritage
conference organizer.
"This conference brings togeth- Foundation, the New America
er an exciting group of policymak- Foundation and the Committee
for a Responsible Federal Budget.
ers, academic experts and profesConference attendees are
sionals with diverse viewpoints,"
invited to participate in the disBlock said.
cussion following each panel
Conference discussion panels
will focus on budget process rules, presentation.
For more information and to
budget process reform, entitlements, tax expenditures and budget register, visit law.wustl.edu/
centeris/index.asp?ID=7086.
accounting.
BY JESSICA MARTIN

Cultural Competency Keith Boykin, J.D., keynote speaker for the Feb. 28 Cultural Competency
in the Legal Profession Symposium at the School of Law, speaks with Deanna Atchley, a thirdyear law student and conference organizer. Boykin is the editor of The Daily Voice online, a CNBC
contributor, a BET TV host and best-selling author. The symposium offered workshops on such
topics as "How Women Have Fared in the Legal Profession"; "Where's Waldo: Spotting White
Privilege in Daily Life"; "Serving Vulnerable Populations:The Importance of Legal Services from a
Social Justice Perspective"; and "Hate Crimes: An FBI Update."

Cooperation
Violence and cruelty are
maladaptive behaviors
- from Page 1
drive to pass on selfish genes.
This symposium will review
recent debates about the nature
and origins of cooperative behavior. It will test the hypothesis that
unselfish cooperative behavior has
evolved in animals that live in
groups. It will explore many of the
mechanisms primates and humans may have evolved as protection against predators, including
cooperation and sociality.
"Research in anthropology,
social sciences and mental health
are converging to show that human beings are naturally predisposed to be kind and sociable, not
cruel and violent," Cloninger said.
"Violence and cruelty are
maladaptive behaviors that are
provoked by social inequality and
attempts to dominate others
unfairly. This conference brings
together leading scientists to
document these facts and to discuss ways this knowledge can
promote cooperation and wellbeing in the face of current worldwide economic and social unrest,"
he said.
Cloninger is author of the 2004
book "Feeling Good: The Science
of Weil-Being."
He argues that fear, violence
and addictions interfere with
normal human behavior and can
contribute to psychiatric illness as
well as to cycles of violence, distrust and despair. Those behaviors, however, are relatively

Spring break,
spring forward
The print Record will not be
published next week due to
spring break.
Any late-breaking news of
importance to the WUSTL
community will appear in the
eRecord of Monday, March 9.
Both the print Record and
eRecord will resume publication March 19.
Another reminder: Daylight
savings time begins 2 a.m.
Sunday, March 8, so remember
to set your clocks ahead one
hour before you go to bed
Saturday.

uncommon in human beings and
tend to be abnormal responses to
unnatural conditions.
Cloninger claims that the normal pattern for human beings is to
be social. People who develop a
need for psychiatric intervention
are those who have become alienated and antisocial. It is human
nature to want to work together
and cooperate.
Living in groups, he has said,
made animals safer, and, in turn,
social living created intellectual
demands that stimulated further
co-evolution of sociality and brain
development. Therefore, evolution
has a direction toward great coop-

2009. In it, he argues that primates, including early humans,
evolved not as hunters but as
prey.
In the book, Sussman and
Hart posed a new theory — based
on the fossil record and living
primate species — that primates
have been prey for millions of
years, a fact that greatly influenced the evolution of early man.
Our intelligence, cooperation
and many other features we have
as modern humans developed
from our attempts to outsmart
the predator, they argued.
Related to that study, Sussman
has been examining primate

"Research in anthropology, social sciences and
mental health are converging to show that human
beings are naturally predisposed to be kind and
sociable, not cruel and violent."
C. ROBERT CLONINGER

eration and consciousness.
Sussman stressed the interdisciplinary nature of the conference.
"Conventional wisdom depicts
the earliest humans as hunters and
on top of the food chain," Sussman
said. "As part of this view of early
human evolution is the idea that
our earliest ancestors were violent
and aggressive and that this is part
of human nature.
"However, from a careful examination of the fossil evidence, it
now appears that our early ancestors were prey species and not
predators. Living in social groups
and exhibiting cooperative and
altruistic behaviors towards other
group members are common
mechanisms used to avoid predation," Sussman said.
Sussman said nonhuman primates and humans developed
behavioral, neurological and hormonal mechanisms that reinforce
affiliative and altruistic behaviors,
and these characteristics have deep
evolutionary roots.
"In this conference, anthropologists, primatologists, ethnographers, paleontologists, biologists,
psychologists, psychiatrists and
philosophers will discuss this more
positive view of human nature and
evolution," Sussman said.
Sussman is co-author, with
Donna Hart, Ph.D., of the
University of Missouri-St. Louis, of
the ground-breaking 2006 book
"Man the Hunted: Primates,
Predators and Human Evolution,"
updated in paperback form in

social organization, arguing that
primates are innately social beings, not aggressive killers as they
are sometimes portrayed.
He refutes sociobiologist's
claims that primates are altruistic
only for kin selection, reciprocation and reconciliation. He claims
instead that animals are not
forced to live socially but do it
because it benefits them in numerous ways.
He states that while predatory
pressure is one of the reasons for
group living to be evolutionarily
advantageous, through natural
selection, humans and primates
have developed areas of the brain
that respond with pleasure to
being cooperative.
Topics covered at the conference will include the influence of
predation on early human evolution and its impetus for cooperation; the role of bonding and
manipulation in social cooperation; the nomadic forager model
and its lessons for human conflict
management and altruism; the
neurobiology of altruism, evolution and self-awareness as the
basis for altruism and creativity;
and altruism and spirituality,
among others.
A panel discussion will take
place at 9 a.m. March 14 in the
Lab Science Building, Room 300.
It is open to the public.
A complete schedule and list
of participants is available at
artsci.wustl.edu/~anthro/
blurb/b_sussm.html.

Service
Students to travel to
Haiti, Peru,Vietnam
- from Page 1
"We will talk about obstacles
that Latinos face when applying
to college," Kress said. "We want
to motivate students to think
positively about the future."
The group will provide information about financial aid, the
application process and scholarship opportunities.
Junior Raina Hall will be
joining a Campus Y group on a
trip to Pine Ridge, S.D., to work
with the Oglala Lakota people on
a Native American reservation.
The trip is supported by the
Gephardt Institute.
The students will be working
with a nonprofit group called
Re-Member to build bunk beds,
repair houses and interact with
locals.
"I think this is an incredibly
valuable way to spend my break,"
she said. "It will be a wonderful
immersion experience that provides an opportunity to learn
about another culture within our
own nation."
Senior Kaity Mattos will be
traveling to Trujillo, Peru, with
four other undergraduates who
are all involved in Alpha Phi
Omega, WUSTL's national co-ed
community service fraternity.
The group will be working
with Beneficencia Publica, a
child-care program for lowincome families in Trujillo, a
coastal town. They will focus on

Stroke
Residents can make
tPA decisions safely
- from Page 1
residents.
"It makes sense — residents
are always in-house, and if they
can make a direct decision on
treatment without waiting for an
attending or a fellow to respond
to a pager, then the treatment
time is going to be shorter," said
lead author Andria Ford, M.D.,
instructor in neurology and a
neurologist at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital.
Neurology residents at
Barnes-Jewish Hospital continue
to regularly train in tPA usage
and to have the authority to
administer tPA. Given an academic medical center where the
resources exist to expand resident training and provide regular

developing early literacy and
motor skills with the children and
be part of other ongoing projects
led by students from other
universities.
Mattos decided to get involved
with the trip for the community
service and cultural aspects. She
wanted to learn what it means to
help the community in another
country and to understand how
the definition of service changes
from place to place.
"Alpha Phi Omega as a national organization is always searching
to expand its service efforts and
work in new areas, so our group is
excited to cross boundaries and
make connections with people
and organizations abroad as part
of this effort," Mattos said.
Among other service trips:
• A group of students from
Brookings Residential College in
the South 40 will travel to Huntsville, Ala., to help with a Habitat
for Humanity home building
project.
• Ervin Scholars will volunteer
in nearby Kinloch, Mo., to work
with the Kinloch Learning Center.
• The Danforth Scholars will
work with Habitat for Humanity
in Biloxi, Miss.
• Members of the International
Law Society will travel to Hanoi,
Vietnam, to work with Volunteers
for Peace: Vietnam.
• WUSTL's chapter of Engineers Without Borders will volunteer with Meds & Food For Kids
in Cap Haitien, Haiti.
Spring break trips are set for
this year, but anyone interested in
organizing a volunteer service trip
next year should contact Sarah
Tillery at 935-3943.

feedback, Lee said he thinks the
model can be applied "across
the board — not just to neurologists-in-training but to emergency department physiciansin-training, for example."
Lee characterizes the study
as the culmination of two major
branches of the work of senior
author Abdullah Nassief, M.D.,
a stroke expert who died suddenly of coronary artery disease
Feb. 3.
"Dr. Nassief was both director of the neurology department's residency program and
of the Clinical Stroke Center
and acute rehabilitation program at Barnes-Jewish Hospital,
so he was very interested in the
residents and in stroke treatment," Lee said. "In this last
paper, he let the resident physicians teach the attending physicians a lesson: that with the
proper training, they can make
these complex decisions as well
as the attendings."
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Notables
Workshop explores social science
of international development
BY GERRY EVERDING

More pixel power Raphael Njuguna, graduate student in
computer science and engineering, describes his research
on improving digital camera sensors with improved pixel
technology during the 2009 Graduate Student Research
Symposium Feb. 28 in the Lab Science Building. The
symposium provides graduate students an opportunity to'
present their research to a broad and diverse audience while
helping them develop their communication skills by requiring
them to present their material in a way that is accessible to a
general audience. Developed in 1996 by the Graduate Student
Senate in partnership with the Graduate School of Arts &
Sciences, the event aims to enhance the professional
development of graduate students. This year, more than
60 students — a record number — participated.

Grant
Challenge is grading
teamwork among groups
- from Page 1
answers on their own," he said.
Both Grimm and Cytron say
the concept is not comfortable,
initially, for either students or
professors because the lecture is an
"old friend" that professors have
relied on. Active learning often is
unscripted and relies on students
working in groups and learning
from each other.
Some argue that the lecture is
going to the sideline in computer
science because the new generation of students have poor attention spans. Cytron disputes that.
"Students today have a different
attention span and use more of
their sensory inputs when it comes
to learning," he said. "Today's
freshmen have been doing interactive things with friends for years.
We find that we need some kind of
stimulus to keep them involved."
The lecture still hasn't gone
completely the way of the dodo
bird. Grimm said that in more
theoretical and mathematically
based courses, active learning is
hard to do because of the density
of the topics.
"Courses dealing more with
algorithm and theory, students
find more difficult to grasp on
their own," she said. "So we guide
them aJittle more and give lectures from time to time."
On the other hand, a course
such as "Computer Science and
Engineering 332: Software
Design," needs very little lecturing.
"No one solves problems in
vacuums anymore," Cytron said. "I
think today, 'What were we thinking when we told students to solve
on their own and not consult with
anyone else?' I tell people today
that all of the programs written by

"Students today have
a different attention span
and use more
of their sensory inputs
when it comes to
learning. Today's
freshmen have been doing
interactive things with
friends for years."
RON CYTRON

just one person have already been
written. Collaborations are what
happens in the real world."
A challenge for computer
science professors is grading
teamwork.
Grimm's system is based on a
hypothetical 100 tokens given to a
five-member group. At the end of
a project, team members are asked
to evaluate their own role as well
as the role of the other team members in terms of relative contribution. If they all did the same work,
they'd each get 20 points, but the
spread is always uneven, she said.
"Surprisingly, most students
are very honest," she said. "This
kind of safety net is like having a
Wal-Mart greeter at the front of
the store so no one gets away with
anything. Nearly all of the time, it
comes out very candidly."

Obituary
Paul Harvey dies
As the Record went to press, we
were saddened to hear of the
death of broadcaster and WUSTL
benefactor Paul Harvey, 90.
The Record will run a full
obituary of Harvey in an upcoming issue.

Community-based conservation in Madagascar, property rights for the poor in
Argentina and trade-offs between violence
and power in societies throughout human history
are among topics to be explored in a free public
workshop on the social science of international
development from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. March 24 in the
Women's Building Formal Lounge.
The gathering will honor the lifelong intellectual contribution and legacy of Douglass
C. North, Ph.D., the Spencer T. Olin Professor in
Arts & Sciences and recipient of the 1993 Nobel
Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences. North also
is the founder of the Center for New Institutional
Social Sciences (CNISS).
The workshop is co-sponsored by CNISS, Arts
& Sciences and the Democracy and Citizenship
Initiative, a yearlong, University-wide effort to
better understand American higher education's
relationship to the values and ambitions of a free
society.
North and John Joseph Wallis, Ph.D., professor of economics at the University of Maryland,
will open the workshop with a discussion of their
forthcoming book, "Violence and Social Orders:
A Conceptual Framework for Interpreting
Recorded Human History."
Co-authored by North, Wallis and Barry
R. Weingast, Ph.D., of Stanford University, the
book explores how societies through the ages
have dealt with the problem of violence.
In most societies, which the book describes as
"natural states," violence is limited by political
manipulation of the economy to create privileged
interests. These privileges limit the use of violence
by powerful individuals, but doing so hinders
both economic and political development.
In contrast, modern societies create open
access to economic and political organizations,
fostering political and economic competition.
The book provides a framework for understanding the two types of social orders, why
open-access societies are both politically and
economically more developed, and how some
25 countries have made the transition between
the two types.

In modern societies, humans obey laws, adhere to rules and conform to norms, the book
argues, because humans fear disorder and the
violence it entails.
The book offers a "masterful and revealing
interpretation of how 'nasty, brutish and short'
became healthy, wealthy and peaceful and why
the transformation occurred in some nations but
not in others," said Claudia Goldin, Ph.D., of
Harvard University.
Other WUSTL faculty will address topics
concerning democratization trends around the
globe and ongoing research efforts in areas such
as Madagascar and India, including:
• "How Do Violence and Social Orders Affect
Democratization Trends Around the Globe?" by
James Wertsch, Ph.D., the Marshall S. Snow
Professor in Arts & Sciences and director of the
McDonnell International Scholars Academy;
• "The University's Role in International
Development Policy" by Wayne Fields, Ph.D., the
Lynne Cooper Harvey Distinguished Professor in
English and American Culture Studies;
• "Community and Natural Resource
Management: Modeling Complexity in Natural &
Human System Interaction" by Gautam Yadama,
Ph.D., associate professor and director of international programs at the George Warren Brown
School of Social Work, and Peter Hovmand,
Ph.D., an assistant professor of social work at the
Brown School and of women, gender and sexuality studies in Arts & Sciences;
• "Community-based Conservation in
Madagascar: Building a Foundation of SocioEconomic and Institutional Understanding of
Malagasy Communities Through Action
Research" by Margaret Brown, academic director
at Duke University; Carolyn Lesorogol, Ph.D.,
assistant professor at the Brown School; and
Kristen Wagner, former CNISS Ph.D. fellow and a
doctoral candidate at the Brown School; and
• "Effects of Land Titling on the Poor" by
Sebastian Galiani, Ph.D., professor of economics
in Arts & Sciences.
For more information, including a presentation schedule, visit cniss.wustl.edu.
Reservations are requested by March 13 via
e-mail at cniss@artsci.wustl.edu.

Schafer to give annual Cherrick lecture
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Peter Schafer, Ph.D., the Ronald
O. Perelman Professor of
Judaic Studies and director of the
Program in Judaic Studies at
Princeton University, will present
the 2009 Adam Cherrick Lecture
in Jewish Studies at 7 p.m. March
19 in Wilson Hall, Room 214.
The lecture, "Why Did Baby
Messiah Disappear? The Birth of
Christianity From the Spirit of
Judaism," is free and open to the
public. A kosher reception will
follow.
Schafer's presentation starts
from the deliberately provocative
assumption that Judaism and
Christianity have never lived in
splendid isolation, sealed off from
each other by eternal enmity and

hatred.
He will argue that this assumption is certainly true for the first
centuries during which
Christianity emerged from
Judaism, its mother religion. His
presentation will focus on a famous story preserved in the
Jerusalem Talmud that captures
Christianity literally at the very
moment it sprang from the loins
of Judaism.
Schafer, who joined the
Princeton faculty in 1998, is internationally regarded as one of the
finest scholars in Jewish studies.
His teaching and research interests include Jewish history in late
antiquity, the religion and literature of Rabbinic Judaism, Jewish
mysticism and Jewish magic.
In 1994, he was awarded the

German Leibniz Prize and, in
2006, the Mellon Distinguished
Achievement Award. His latest
books are: "Jesus in the Talmud"
(2007) and "Mirror of His Beauty:
Feminine Images of God from the
Bible to the Early Kabbalah"
(2002).
He has served as co-editor of
Jewish Studies Quarterly since
1993.
The Cherrick Lecture is sponsored by the Adam Cherrick fund
in Jewish studies and is co-sponsored this year by the Department
of Classics and the Religious
Studies Program, both in Arts &
Sciences.
For more information, contact
the Jewish, Islamic and Near
Eastern Studies Program at jines@
wustl.edu or 935-8567.
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Campus Watch
The following incidents were reported to University Police Feb. 24-March 2. Readers with information that ( ould assist in
investigating these incidents are urged to call 935-5555. This information is provided as a public service to promote safety
awareness and is available on the University Police Web site at police.wustl.edu.

Feb. 25

Feb. 26

Feb. 28

10:13 a.m. — A rocking
chair was reported missing
from outside the Danforth
University Center.

9:08 p.m. — An investigation
was launched into the theft of
food at the Bear's Den by an
employee.

2:35 a.m. — People were seen
stealing the lett er "T" from Tao.
Tennis Center.

10:16 a.m. — A person
reported that license plate tabs
were stolen from a vehicle
while it was parked in
Millbrook Garage.

10:50 p.m. — An unknown
person was reported stealing
food from the Bear's Den.

Additionally , University police
responded to fu o accidental
injuries, two en sis interventions,
two disturbanct 's and one
investigation.
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Washington People

BY JESSICA DAUES

In January 2006, a letter from
Washington University arrived at Raina Halls home in
Memphis, Tenn.
Hall, a high-school senior,
had been accepted early-decision
to her first-choice college. Hall was
ecstatic. Hall's mother, Eileen
Mason, was worried.
Mason had no doubts about
her daughter's ability to fit into
WUSTL academically or socially,
but the family had recently gone
through a divorce, and Mason
didn't see how they could afford to
take on the University's tuition in
addition to their current expenses.
"I didn't want to tell her,"
Mason says.
Another letter from WUSTL
arrived shortly after, explaining
the financial aid process and providing Hall and Mason with a
contact at the University to answer
any questions. Hall's contact was
Bill Witbrodt, director of Student
Financial Services (SFS).
The idea of discussing the
family's personal finances with a
stranger was intimidating to
Mason.
"I was worried; I knew I'd have
to tell him everything, the good
and bad," Mason says. "But Bill
was very understanding. He said,
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'We'll figure out some way to make
it work. Just file your forms on
time, and do your part.'"
Witbrodt saw his promise
through. Hall — now a junior
psychology major in Arts &
Sciences — arrived at WUSTL in
August 2006.
"I had thought it was impossible," Mason says, "but Bill made
my daughter's dream come true."

'A great listener'

Bill Witbrodt
Home: The Central West End
Pet: Sam, a miniature schnauzer
Interests: Traveling, bowling, watching
CNN, playing the piano and going for
walks with Sam. Witbrodt also is
fascinated by architecture, and his
office walls are covered with
photographs and blueprints of
buildings.
Currently reading: "Shantaram" by
Gregory David Roberts. "It's a novel
that takes place in India," Witbrodt
says. "It really gives you an insight into
what it's like to live in Mumbai, with all
the intrigue and complexity of that
city."

Talk to students or parents of
students, and you'll hear similar
tales about how Witbrodt and his
staff at SFS make the extra effort to
keep a WUSTL education within
reach for a diverse group of
students.
"Our goal here is to make it
financially possible for students we
admit to enroll, and for students
we enroll to graduate," says
Witbrodt, who has overseen the
financial aid operations for both
undergraduate and graduate students since 1996.
Equally important to Witbrodt
is helping both students and parents understand and feel comfortable discussing financial aid with
him and those in his office.
"The financial aid process can
be intimidating in many people's
minds," Witbrodt says. "We do
whatever we can to make ourselves
as accessible and approachable as
possible."
One way SFS does that is by
assigning each incoming student a
personal financial aid counselor.
The counselor works with that
student and family throughout
their time at WUSTL. Establishing

Bill Witbrodt at the Taj Mahal during a recent trip to India.

*
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Bill Witbrodt (left), director of Student Financial Services, and Jacquie Metcalfe, Student Financial
Services representative, assist student David Hahn. "Bill is a great listener," says John Berg, associate
vice chancellor for admissions. "Students and parents who need his help know that he will understand
their situation and do all that he can to assist them in meeting the cost of attending Washington
University."
with his father, Bill Sr., who
worked in the bottling plant at the
Anheuser-Busch brewery.
After graduating from Clevean in-depth, one-on-one relationland High School, Witbrodt enship helps the counselor better
rolled at WUSTL, intending to
understand each family's financial
major in architecture. But a family
situation. It also gives each student tragedy intervened. In 1961,
and family a familiar person to
Witbrodt's father was killed by a
turn to with questions or to discuss hit-and-run driver.
changes in their financial situation.
"I had to leave school after the
In addition to overseeing SFS,
death of my father to help my
Witbrodt also serves as a counmother — both financially and
selor. John Berg, associate vice
emotionally," Witbrodt says. "My
chancellor for admissions, says
father was killed the day before
Witbrodt's ability to connect with
Christmas, and it devastated my
students and their families helps
mother."
the University attract and retain
This experience, he says, motithe brightest and most talented
vates him to help ensure WUSTL
students.
students don't have to leave school
"Bill is a great listener," Berg
for financial reasons due to a
says. "Students and parents who
family crisis.
need his help know that he will
After leaving WUSTL, Witunderstand their situation and do
brodt got an accounting job at a
all that he can to assist them in
mortgage company and took
meeting the cost of attending
classes at University College. He
Washington University. He has
later was hired as executive direcinstilled the same approach
tor of the National Hairdressers
throughout his colleagues in
Association, a membership service
Student Financial Services. They all and lobbying organization, and
care, and they do their best to help
relocated to Washington, D.C. He
each and every student and family." enrolled at American University
SFS s role at WUSTL is even
in D.C. as an accounting major.
more important with the recent
"I was in Washington the same
economic downturn. Despite the
time Ronald Reagan came to the
financial crunch many Americans
White House," Witbrodt says. "He
are facing, Witbrodt hasn't seen an had planned a reduction in the
upturn in students seeking aid
workforce and started releasing
— something he attributes to the
employees from the government,
University's proactive initiative last so there were lots of people in the
year to increase aid to vulnerable
job market. I figured I'd better
students and families. But he
learn to do something more
knows that could change as the
practical."
semester continues and the ecoWitbrodt earned a bachelors
nomic recovery timetable remains degree, passed the CPA exam and
uncertain.
moved back to St. Louis in 1985 to
"Bill Witbrodt has been an
work at Blue Cross and Blue Shield
outstanding leader of SFS,"
of Missouri. In 1988, he was named
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton says. director of financial services at
"During these challenging ecoJewish Hospital of St. Louis, and, in
nomic times, the Work of Bill and
1990, he earned an MBA in finance
the team he has assembled will be
from Webster University.
critical to ensuring that WashHe joined WUSTL in 1992 as
ington University remains affordassistant controller, managing
able to our many talented underaccounts payable, payroll and the
graduate students."
general ledger, among other services. He was named director of
Architect to accountant SFS in 1996 — a job that he says is
Witbrodt helps students and fami- challenging but personally
lies lay the financial groundwork
fulfilling.
for WUSTL educations, but as a
"The best part of my job is
child, he pictured himself creating being able to make a difference in
things with more concrete, tanpeople's lives," Witbrodt says. "Our
gible foundations.
department helps make it finan"I wanted to be an architect,"
cially possible for bright, deservWitbrodt says. "I've always been
ing students to get a WUSTL
interested in design. When I was
education."
young, my favorite things to do
Students first
were to draw houses and floor
plans and create cities with blocks." While Witbrodt was working as
Witbrodt, who grew up in
assistant controller, WUSTL instiSt. Louis, also spent a lot of time
tuted the Service for Success prooutdoors, camping with the Boy
gram, and Witbrodt led UniverScouts and playing golf and fishing sity-wide workshops that dis-

Making the impossible possible
Witbrodt helps
keep WUSTL
affordable for
many students

i

cussed the importance of providing excellent service to students.
Witbrodt has applied his
knowledge of "customer"-friendly service to SFS. The office is
bright and cheerful, and staff
members strive to welcome students and make them their No. 1
priority.
"The office is very friendly,"
says Regis Murayi, a junior from
Aberdeen, Md., and a student
worker in SFS. "When I go in,
every person says hello and asks
how my day is going, even if they
don't really know me. And it's not
just because I work there.
"My friends here tell me that
if there's something they need
taken care of at SFS, they'll call
the number and just go," says
Murayi, a mathematics and economics major in Arts 8c Sciences.
"My friends at other schools say
their financial aid offices aren't as
open or as welcoming as ours.
They have to fight to get help."
A popular Web site among
college students, Facebook.com,
demonstrates Witbrodt's popularity among students. There are
two Facebook groups proclaiming Witbrodt's greatness. A
Facebook page was created for
Witbrodt so people could add
him as a "friend" on the social
networking site.
"Bill is very professional, yet
easy to talk to," says Hall, who
visits Witbrodt regularly to ask
about how certain choices —
such as becoming an R.A. —
might affect her financial aid.
"I feel comfortable discussing
any issues I have with him," Hall
says. "We have gotten to know
each other over the past few
years. He knows my situation and
is very understanding. I'm so
appreciative of everything he has
done."
When not working, Witbrodt
loves to travel. He recently visited
India and Nepal and saw the Taj
Mahal, the Ganges River and the
Himalayas. But what impressed
Witbrodt most during his trip
was the people.
"I love to meet people of
diverse cultures," Witbrodt says.
"Too often, we judge people by
how we live here in the U.S.
instead of trying to gain an understanding of what others value.
"When you're able to spend
some time traveling, you gain
such a perspective," Witbrodt
says.
"For me, it helps me put myself in another person's place,
imagining how a student must
feel as he or she contemplates
how to finance a Washington
University education," he says.

